Unapproved Emmet County Board of Supervisor Minutes

April 21, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.

Regular Meeting 

Board Room, Courthouse

  Present: Tim Schumacher, Chair; Bev Juhl, Vice Chair; Al Madden; John Pluth; Jeff Quastad. 

  Absent:
Schumacher, Chair, called the meeting to order. Motion by Pluth, second by Juhl, to approve the minutes of the last meeting. All ayes, motion carried.
Walter Davis-Oeth, Emmet County Engineer, Dan Burton, Assistant to the Engineer, Rich Blinkmann, Secondary Road Maintenance Superintendent and Travis Fredericksen, Emmet County Field/Tile Foreman were present.  Engineer Davis-Oeth presented multiple utility permits as follows:
1. IA Lakes Electric Cooperative, Permit to construct utilities, single underground cable at 2030 435th Ave, the purpose being is to upgrade existing service; 

Moved by Madden, seconded by Quastad to approve the permit.  All ayes, motion carried.

2.  Windstream, replacing 80’of 5 pair copper telephone cable along 150th St, Lincoln Township Section 33;
Moved by Pluth, seconded by Juhl to approve the permit.  All ayes, motion carried.

3.  Ringtel Communications, crossing State Highway (D.O.T.), new fiber optic cable, 3 crossings on Highway 15 from 220th St, 570th Ave and 2155 Hwy 15;
Moved by Quastad, seconded by Madden to approve the permit.  All ayes, motion carried.

4.  Ringtel Communications to replace all copper wire with fiber optics, located in southeastern part of county;
Moved by Madden, seconded by Pluth to table motion due to concerns until next week April 28th.  All ayes, motion carried.
Discussion was held concerning sharing of Engineer with Palo Alto County.  Palo Alto County will be discussing this issue at their Board Meeting today also. The consensus was to move forward with the discussions with Palo Alto Supervisors.
Moved by Madden, seconded by Pluth to approve the matrix of the Eric Olson Site #2 animal confinement operation in Section 8 of Jack Creek Township and forward to the DNR.  All ayes, motion carried.
At 9:30 a.m., Chair called to order New Fashion Pork, LLP Confinement Feeding Operation public hearing.  Members of the public present: Erica Schultes, Spencer Love, Derek Smith, Gary Smith, John McMurtry, Ryan McMurtry, Ron Smith, Gordon & Matt Garrison, Gordon Origer, Jay Lausen, Emily Erickson, Meg Freking, Jay Moore, Brad White, Ed Funston of KILR and Amber Hovey of Estherville News.   The public was given a chance to speak.
Gordon Origer spoke with concerns with air and water quality and the stopping of water resulting in flooding due to the light clay soil when it rains; he also is concerned with permanent wetlands that are protected. Origer is not against hog sites, he just doesn’t think this is good site for the hog buildings. Origer addressed the Board  later in the meeting about the private farm tile.  

Jay Lausen also spoke to the Board.  He addressed the Board concerning the manure management plan on highly erodible land and concerns with hog manure, rain and erosion which would more than likely make it to the Des Moines River. Lausen was also concerned with our county roads for manure hauling.  Lausen also revisited the Board and stated that the Johnson farm is highly erodible land and that you don’t want to put manure on the environmentally sensitive land.
Erica Shultes, a Dickinson County resident, expressed her concerns with air quality and the prairie and wetlands that are restored in this area.  She stated from her report, that one problem is that the manure is so wet, stating the more solid stays put.  She stated that denying the matrix would be a win win for the Board.

Scott Benjamin lives 2 miles west of the proposed site, owning a business on his property, the Little Swan Lake Winery.  He stated he has a vested financial interest in this situation.  He holds special events and is afraid if during one of these events, a smell is apparent that will lessen his chance of holding the events.  He went on to say that we need to leave our children and grandchildren with good quality air and water.  He stated this is a beautiful spot; let’s try to keep it that way.
Brad Smith also visited the Board.  He stated that although he is not in the swine production, he is in the cow/cattle livestock production.  He believes that young farmers need to keep involvement with agriculture and keep agricultural in our community.  He stated that this county is rich in agriculture and is very successful.
Brad White also addressed the Board.  He stated that he is pro-livestock, personally.  He stated his land to the East of this was in the past year awarded the NRCS Environmental Stewardship Award.  He stated that the site is not a concern for him.  Brad White also spoke of tile which lies within his property.
Gordon Garrision & Matt Garrison spoke of some tile concerns that Brad White had mentioned.

Jay Moore of NFP spoke when the public had finished speaking.  He stated that this was a normal size building in Iowa.  He stated his frustrations with the natural nutrients versus the synthetic fertilizers.  He stated manure is regulated, where fertilizer is not.  He stated the air modeling is recognized by the Iowa DNR.  He presented information about the wind direction and the amount of smell.  He feels like this is a good site and they will try and do everything responsible.  They are committed to Emmet County.  He stated that he feels there is enough land on the site for the manure.  He stated if necessary semis will transport the manure.  He also stated that he had visited the Garrison farm to see what NFP can do to co-exist.
Motion by Juhl, seconded by Quastad to close the public hearing.  All ayes, motion carried.

Moved by Madden, second by Pluth to approve the matrix of New Fashion Pork, LLP confinement Feeding operation application in Section 31 of Emmet Township and forward to the DNR.  All ayes, motion carried.   
Moved by Juhl, seconded by Quastad, to set the Public Hearing date for the Spencer Love hog confinement site for May 12, 2015 at 9:30 a.m. All ayes, motion carried                     
Moved by Juhl, seconded by Pluth to approve the Hazardous Communications Program.  All ayes, motion carried.

Moved by Juhl, seconded by Quastad to set the 2015 Fiscal year budget amendment public hearing date for May 26, 2015, at 9:30 a.m. All ayes, motion carried

The Board acted upon the resignation letter from Michele Erickson, Emmet County Auditor.  Moved by Madden, second by Quastad to accept the letter of resignation, which was effective April 15, 2015. All ayes, motion carried.
The Board discussed the vacancy left by Emmet County Auditor, Michele Erickson, and their plans of how to fill the position of Auditor, either by appointment or by calling for a Special Election. Moved by Quastad, second by Madden, to set the Special Election date for the election of Emmet County Auditor for June 9, 2015. All ayes, motion carried.
The Board accepted the Central IA Juvenile Detention Center Audit.  Moved by Quastad, seconded by Madden to accept the audit.  All ayes, motion carried.

Dan Burton, Assistant to the Engineer revisited the Board on the Utility permit which was tabled after speaking with Tim Johnson of Ringtel Communications as follows:

4. Ringtel Communications to replace all copper wire with fiber optics.    Moved by Juhl, second by Pluth to rescind the tabled motion of this utility permit.  All ayes, motion carried.  Moved by Pluth, seconded by Quastad, to approve the utility permit.  All ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Juhl, second by Pluth, to designate Amy Sathoff as Board authorized Signatory for Iowa Department of Public Health FY 2016 Substance Abuse Prevention Grant Application.  All ayes, motion carried.

Moved by Madden, second by Juhl, to sign and approve payment to Jacobson-Westergard & Associates for $1682.50, for joint drainage district ECD#61 and send back to Dickinson County for payment.  All ayes, motion carried.
Madden discussed dealing with the ditch cleanout of Crooked Run Creek.

Motion by Quastad, second by Pluth to adjourn at 11:35 a.m.  All ayes, motion carried.

_______________________________________

__________________________________________

Colleen Anderson Assistant to Auditor


Tim Schumacher, Chair
