Unapproved Emmet County Board of Supervisor Minutes

May 19, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.

Regular Meeting 

Board Room, Courthouse

  Present: Tim Schumacher, Chair; Bev Juhl, Vice Chair; John Pluth; Jeff Quastad and Al Madden. 

  Absent:  
Schumacher, Chair, called the meeting to order. Motion made by Quastad, second by Madden, to approve the minutes of the last meeting. All ayes, motion carried.
Board discussed the proposed personnel policy changes, with Lisa Rosburg & Barb Nissen as representatives for the County employees.  Moved by Juhl, second by Madden to approve the following changes:  trade New Year’s Eve early-off for Christmas Eve Day off (if it falls on a regular workday); also add 1 day of bereavement for employee’s Aunts  and Uncles.  These changes will be effective July 1, 2015.   All ayes, motion carried.
Randy VanDyke with Iowa Lakes Regional Water gave a presentation concerning rural community development initiative (RCDI) grant project in Gruver.  VanDyke discussed that the grant was awarded to Iowa Lakes Regional Water and Central Iowa Water Association.  He discussed the process of picking two communities, Emmet County & Clay Counties were chosen, with the cities chosen being the town of Gruver in Emmet County and the town of Dickens in Clay County.  He stated the possibility of putting up a new home in each of these small towns to get new families in each of the communities, creating viability & sustainability with life in these towns.  The whole objective is to bring new revitalization into the small communities.
At 9:50, the Board called to order the Spencer Love Confinement Feeding Operation public hearing, which was tabled from last week.  Members of the public present: Spencer Love, Sam Sides, Mike Spear, Dar Lewis, Amber Hovey, Estherville Daily News and Ed Funston, KILR radio.   There were no comments from the public during the hearing.  Motion made by Madden, seconded by Juhl to close the public hearing.  All ayes, motion carried.

Moved by Pluth, seconded by Quastad, to recommend the operation and also approve the matrix of Spencer Love Confinement Feeding Operation application in Section 10 of High Lake Township and forward to the DNR.  All ayes, motion carried. 

Moved by Juhl, seconded by Quastad to rescind Resolution #15-08 concerning the Des Moines Waterworks litigation and Iowa Drainage District Association (IDDA).  All ayes, motion carried.   Motion made by Quastad, seconded by Pluth, to approve the rewritten Resolution #15-09 concerning the IDDA.  Roll Call vote:  Ayes:  Juhl, Madden, Quastad, Pluth & Schumacher  Nays: None.  Motion carried.  
RESOLUTION #15-09

Whereas, the Des Moines Waterworks has filed suit under the Clean Water Act against drainage districts in Buena Vista, Calhoun and Sac Counties, and;

Whereas, the suit would seek to regulate agricultural practices which are currently exempt from regulation under the Clean Water Act, and;

Whereas, the suit, if successful would impose regulatory burdens upon drainage districts and the landowners in those districtS, and;

Whereas, the suit, if successful, would require drainage district trustees to exercise powers that are not legally available to them under existing state law, and;

Whereas, the suit would irreparably harm drainage rights, operations and row crop production in this county, and;

Whereas, it is recognized that the suit, while filed against a small number of districts would, if successful, be applicable to all districts in Iowa and in other states, and;

Whereas, it is recognized that a strong legal defense must be made against the lawsuit, and;

Whereas, it would be in the best interests of Iowa counties to directly support the legal defense of the drainage districts in Buena Vista, Calhoun and Sac Counties and to have the Iowa Drainage District Association participate in the case if requested by Belin McCormick Law Firm, the attorneys retained by Buena Vista, Calhoun and Sac Counties, in order to represent the interests of all drainage districts in Iowa.

Now, therefore be it resolved that the Emmet County Board of Supervisors pledges financial support to help fund the legal defense of the drainage districts in Buena Vista, Calhoun and Sac Counties; and it is understood that IDDA will disperse said monies as approved by the Defense Fund Committee as agreed to by the counties and IDDA.

Now, therefore be it further resolved that the financial support will be in the amount of $5,000/year for three years payable to the IDDA litigation fund for the legal defense of the drainage districts in Buena Vista, Calhoun and Sac Counties.  If the lawsuit is resolved in a prompt fashion and the second or third years of the financial support is not necessary, the IDDA board will notify the county that the additional financial support is not necessary. 

Dated this 19th day of May, 2015.

Emmet County Board of Supervisors

______________________________

Tim Schumacher, Chairman of the Board
Please forward a copy of this Resolution along with payment to: TP Anderson Company, PO Box 509, Humboldt, IA 50548 

Motion made by Madden, seconded by Quastad to approve to amend & restate the Electronic Transactions Clearinghouse 28E Agreement, as Resolution # 15-10.   Judy Tangen, Mental Health Coordinator stated this is just broadening the scope of the agreement and that there are no significant changes.  CSN (Community Services Network) uses this for all of their billing.   All ayes, motion carried. 
[image: image1.emf]
Pluth seconded the joint drainage levy assessment received from control county, Palo Alto County, for joint drainage district #1 PA&E (Emmet’s EPA #1). The joint levy is for 20%.  Each county’s share is as follows:  Palo Alto - $1,001.52 and Emmet County -  $511.92 for a total of $1513.44.  Emmet County will levy in January or February 2016.  All ayes, motion carried.
Motion by Juhl, second by Quastad, to adjourn at 10:34 a.m.  All ayes, motion carried.
_______________________________________

__________________________________________

Colleen Anderson Assistant to the Auditor


Tim Schumacher, Chair
