Unapproved Emmet County Board of Supervisor Minutes

August 11, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.

Regular Meeting 

Board Room, Courthouse

  Present: Tim Schumacher, Chair; Bev Juhl, Vice Chair; Al Madden; John Pluth; Jeff Quastad. 

  Absent:  
Schumacher, Chair, called the meeting to order. Motion by Pluth, seconded by Quastad, to approve the minutes of the last meeting and approve the minutes for publication.   All ayes, motion carried.  
Pluth stated that after last week’s Board meeting, he met with the safety personnel from Workmen’s Compensation (IMWCA – Iowa Municipalities Workers’ Compensation Association).  The County will be implementing a Seat Belt use policy, to be placed in the County’s safety manual.  This item will be placed on the Agenda for next week’s Board meeting, August 18, 2105.  Pluth also stated that they toured the courthouse, Conservation and some Secondary Roads’ shops. 

The Board reviewed the county’s monthly claims.  Moved by Madden, seconded by Juhl, to approve the claims as listed in the claims register.  All ayes, motion carried.  Moved by Pluth, seconded by Quastad, to approve the drainage claims as listed.  All ayes, motion carried.

Mike Martens, Emmet County Sheriff, held discussion with the Board about reestablishing and reappointing a Security Committee concerning the County Courthouse & Public Building Security (CPBS), in regards to the courthouse security report they need to file. Martens stated previously it was for the Courtroom, now it will include the entire courthouse. He stated that the committee, in the past, met semi-annually.  The committee would consist of the following positions within the courthouse and that the individuals currently serving in those positions will be on the committee as follows:
Mike Martens, Emmet County Sheriff, agreed to be Chairperson;

Doug Hansen, Emmet County Attorney;

Cynthia Kelly, Emmet County Clerk of Court;

David Lester, District Judge

Tim Schumacher, Chairman, Emmet County Board of Supervisors;

Amy Sathoff, Emmet County Auditor

Motion was made by Juhl, seconded by Pluth to appoint positions within the courthouse to the County Courthouse & Public Building Security Committee.  All ayes, motion carried.
Martens, Sheriff, also discussed upcoming ALICE (Alert-Lockdown-Inform-Counter-Evacuate) training.  He will be the instructor and he asked the Board about closing the courthouse from 8-12 some Friday morning, maybe in October of this year, for training of all courthouse employees. Motion was made by Quastad, seconded by Pluth, to close courthouse for a morning from 8-12 for the upcoming ALICE Training.  All ayes, motion carried.

Mark Mitchell, current landowner in Emmet County, met with the Board concerning smell issues at his residence on Highway 4 South.  He stated that he was told that the smell issues would be better within 12 months (last Board meeting he attended was 12-23-2014), it has now been 8 months and he states that the smell is no better.  He stated that it is not every day, depends on direction of the wind.  He also discussed the Conditional Use Permit and if it transferred with the new ownership of IPS.  Doug Hansen, Emmet County Attorney, had held some discussion on this with Doug Gross of Brown-Winick, Attorney for IPS & Doug Skinner, and has done other additional research, and believes the use permit passes along and is part of the facility in a sale. 

Members of the public were also at the Board meeting. Speaking were Bill Zimmerli of Farmers Union Industries, now the Director of MESA, Doug Skinner, Attorney, Doug Hansen & Roy Gage.   Zimmerli stated that when they get an odor complaint it is immediately forwarded to the President of the Company.  If you have an odor complaint, you should call the Plant Manager, Sheldon Andrews, at 712.362.2901.    Zimmerli stated his company has great integrity and accountability, as they have been around for about 100 years, and they want to be good neighbors.
Roy Gage, a concerned citizen, also spoke.  He stated that the courthouse should still log the odor issues, so there would be a public record and it would be under public control.  He stated that he has seen some improvement, but this summer there have been problems with smell issues at ballgames, etc.  He stated, “that this is not acceptable to him and the company needs to get it under control”.  

Doug Skinner wanted to state for the records that there are never any dead animals in the processing area of the facility; they are stored in the receiving area on the east side.  
Zimmerli stated they are still analyzing now with odor control specialists, and it is a matter of finding the fit here for it.  He stated, “there is always a chance of odors when you have a processing facility, but stated you want to be a good neighbor, you have to be”.

Schumacher, Chair, adjourned the meeting at 10:20 a.m.
_______________________________________

__________________________________________

Colleen Anderson Assistant to the Auditor


Tim Schumacher, Chair
