Unapproved Emmet County Board of Supervisor Minutes

August 18, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.

Regular Meeting 

Board Room, Courthouse

  Present: Vice-Chair; Bev Juhl, Al Madden; John Pluth; Jeff Quastad. 

  Absent: Tim Schumacher, Chair 
Juhl, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order. Motion by Madden, seconded by Pluth, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  All ayes, motion carried.  
During public forum, Penny Clayton, Estherville City Administrator, stated that after several months of doing a search process to select a new Economic Development Director, and then implementing a committee approach for reviewing resumes, and interviewing applicants of interest, the Estherville & Emmet County Economic Board has decided to hire Lyle Hevern to be the new Director.  Hevern addressed the Board and stated that he is thrilled to have the opportunity to help make Estherville & Emmet County to be a better place.  Hevern stated that they have a lot of work to do to have a local economy grow with new jobs and new companies, which are all critical to that happening. 

He discussed, that just yesterday, they learned that they will be a recipient of a USDA Rural Development grant to establish a revolving loan fund for small companies to create jobs.  He stated that several businesses have growth plans and this loan program would be here to assist those businesses.  The recipients would have to pay the loans back to the Economic & Development Board and the EIDC Board would be able to use the funds over & over again for small business development.  
He stated that the Board will concentrate on retail.  Hevern also stated that in 2017 we will have turbines spinning, stating that Emmet County has the basis to grow and be an attraction to other projects.

The Board is working on housing and work force initiatives for our County and Cities.  He stated that the Board will schedule to come back every quarter and give the Board of Supervisors updates and try and answer any questions the Board may have.  The Board congratulated Hevern on his new position.

Walter Davis-Oeth, Emmet County Engineer, presented the following utility permit:

A single underground cable, Jack Creek Twp., Sections 5 & 6; ¼ mile north of intersection with 220th St from the west ROW line to the east ROW of 470th Ave Jack Creek Township for applicant, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, to upgrade existing overhead service to underground.  Moved by Madden, seconded by Quastad, to approve the permit as presented.  All ayes, motion carried.

Davis-Oeth also stated that on Monday they were going to start slurry leveling on A-17, but due to weather, this has been pushed back, he discussed working on A-17 starting at Highway 4 to N 52, leveling out the joints for a smoother ride.  He also stated that when the weather dries up, a full cycle of blading will begin.

In the near future, the Emmet County Board will meet with the Palo Alto County Board to discuss the sharing agreement (which has now been 6 months) for the Engineer’s shared position.  Emmet County’s Board Chair will set us this meeting.  The Board decided to postpone until a later date, the Engineer’s 12 month employee evaluation.
Eric Anderson, Emmet County Conservation Director, requested from the Board the transfer of $6,350, from General Basic to the Conservation Trust Fund Revenue Account.  Moved by Pluth, seconded by Quastad, to approve the transfer.  All ayes, motion carried.

At 9:30 a.m. the Board called to order the public hearing for the Joel Jacobson New Construction site, located in Section 22 of High Lake Township.  Travis Fredericksen discussed with the Board the separation distance for two ponds that are located near the site.  The Board will visit with Cindy Martens from the DNR to find out more information on the ponds issue.  The Board tabled the public hearing and will continue the hearing at next week’s meeting, August 25, 2015, at 9:45 a.m.

It was moved by Madden, seconded by Pluth, to appoint Barb Miller to complete the term as Denmark Township Clerk, left by Darlene Heerdt, who resigned August 18, 2015.  The unexpired term would run until December 31, 2018.  All ayes, motion carried.
Through the  IMWCA (Iowa Municipalities Workers’ Compensation Association), the Board considered adoption of the Seat Belt Use Policy and plans to implement this policy into the County’s safety manual.  It will read as follows:

SEAT BELT USE POLICY

Iowa Code Section 321.445 requires the driver and front occupants of a vehicle to wear a safety belt any time the vehicle is in forward motion on a street or highway in the state of Iowa.

It is the policy of Emmet County that all employees and occupants of county vehicles, equipment, personal and rental cars used on official business use safety belts and should harnesses.

Employees operating equipment with rollover protection “ROPs” shall also wear safety belts when operating the equipment.  However, backhoe operators are not required to wear seatbelts during excavation operations.

Failure to comply with these rules is a violation of state law punishable by citation and fine and a violation of the Counties safety policy, which is cause for disciplinary action.
Moved by Pluth, seconded by Quastad, to implement the Seat Belt Use Policy and include it within our safety manual.  All ayes, motion carried.
Moved by Madden, seconded by Quastad, to sign the statement and approve payment of $1,571.45 to Jacobson-Westergard & Associates for Joint Drainage District EDC#61 and forward to Dickinson County (Control County) for payment.  All ayes, motion carried.

Vice-Chairman Juhl adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m.
_______________________________________

__________________________________________

Colleen Anderson Assistant to the Auditor


Beverly Juhl, Vice-Chair
