Unapproved Emmet County Board of Supervisor Minutes

September 15, 2015
Regular Meeting 

Board Room, Courthouse

  Present: Tim Schumacher, Chair; Bev Juhl, Vice Chair; John Pluth; Jeff Quastad. 

  Absent:  Al Madden
Schumacher, Chair, called the meeting to order. Motion was made by Pluth, seconded by Quastad, to approve the minutes from the previous two meetings. All ayes, motion carried.  
Pluth informed the Board about the safety meeting that was held yesterday in the courthouse.  He stated the billing process for the CPR course was discussed to figure out a better way for billing.  He also stated they talked about a semi-annual fire drill.  They are going to coordinate the fire drill with the walk day on October 7, 2015.  Pluth also stated that there are concerns with the railing on the steps and an option would be to possibly move the railings in, deterring children from sitting on them at each level and having the possibility of falling.  They will discuss this further with the janitors.  He also discussed the possibility of using the rebates that we receive from workmen’s compensation insurance to purchase signs to display work days without loss of injury.  Emmet County employees currently have gone 947 days without a workmen’s compensation time loss.  Also discussed, was the possibility of also treating the employees with a pizza day with the money returned.  He stated Mike Raner, Safety Coordinator, discussed the possibility of having Nancy Danielson, Workmen’s Compensation Representative, coming in and explaining what safety training actually saves us.
Walter Davis-Oeth, Emmet County Engineer, presented a utility permit for Century Link to provide service to a new resident on A-22.  It was moved by Quastad, seconded to by Pluth to approve the utility permit.   All ayes, motion carried. 
Davis-Oeth also discussed with the Board that he will discontinue the snow fence procedure this year.  He feels by not doing this, it will save the County money to go towards man labor.  His secondary road crews will wind- row the snow back.  He stated to the Board if this does not work out, they will do the snow fence again next year.
Davis-Oeth also asked the Board for its approval to hire two seasonal employees, one full time and one part time, starting earlier this fall.

Davis-Oeth then gave the Board an update on the Estherville shed’s underground storage tank.  He stated that the DNR has given them notification that there is no further action required.  The property falls under an environmental covenant for this site and if you would ever sell it, you would have to inform the buyer.

Schumacher discussed with Davis-Oeth the Engineer’s sharing agreement.   He stated that the sharing is going well between Emmet County and Palo Alto County and he is making progress. They also discussed his employee evaluation for a future time.
Schumacher then discussed with Davis-Oeth that portion of 195th St over by Gruver that was a concern.  Davis-Oeth stated that Rich Blinkmann, Road Foreman, had gone out and looked at the road.  Secondary roads have  put on some spot gravel and Davis-Oeth will continue to keep an eye on it and if it needs more gravel, they will take care of it. 

A motion was made by Juhl, seconded by Quastad, to sign and approve a claim from Jacobson-Westergard for Professional Services to Joint Drainage District ECD#61 for $2,170 and return to Dickinson County for payment.  All ayes, motion carried.
A motion was made by Quastad, seconded by Pluth to adjourn at 9:35 a.m.  All ayes, motion carried.

_______________________________________

__________________________________________

Colleen Anderson Assistant to the Auditor


Tim Schumacher, Chair
