Approved Emmet County Board of Supervisor Minutes

October 6, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.

Regular Meeting 

Board Room, Courthouse

  Present: Tim Schumacher, Chair; Bev Juhl, Vice-Chair; Al Madden; John Pluth; Jeff Quastad. 

  Absent: 
Schumacher, Chair, called the meeting to order. Motion by Quastad, seconded by Pluth, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and also approve them for publication.  All ayes, motion carried. 
Mike Martens, Emmet County Sheriff, informed the Board that he has had a resignation of a Deputy Sheriff and would like to hire a replacement.  He stated that he was informing the Board and making sure that they are in favor of filling the position. The Board gave their approval of hiring a replacement.
Walter Davis-Oeth, Emmet County Engineer, presented a report on the P12 road paving project.  The shouldering of the roads should be finished today.  They still have to brush off or rinse the edges of the road before applying the pavement markings to get the road open.  He also stated that the county forces have been continuing doing the road re-builds, adding gravel, etc. in the Ringsted area and his hope is that they will be done with this project this week.  Davis-Oeth stated that that the secondary road crews plan to stay off and not close any more roads this fall after completion of these two projects.
Cory Hanson discussed with the Board ATV use on Emmet County rural Roads.  He stated that surrounding counties have already passed ordinances allowing ATV road usage.  Hansen stated that he would like to follow the City of Estherville’s ATV rulings.  He shared with the Board several ordinances from other counties that have passed.  He stated those counties’ rules are fairly similar, noting times of days they can operate and on which particular roads they can or cannot operate upon.  Hansen stated that many follow the Iowa Law for ATVs, which state you have to be a licensed 16 year old driver, have your ATV licensed/registered, the speed limit being 35 mph, and the time of day in which they can operate on the roads.  State Law states dawn to dusk, but Hanson asked about the possibility of changing this, for example, earlier in the morning for ice fishing and later in the evenings for field work.
Members of the public attended this meeting.  Brent Shatto, Estherville Chief of Police, stated that the City of Estherville took a no nonsense approach to their ATV Ordinance.  They issued citations to eliminate any horsing around. The DNR has a specific set of rules for crossing State highways, etc.  Shatto also stated that after the newness wears off, this is just another avenue of travel. 
Supervisor, Madden, asked Hanson if he could put together a committee of 4 or 5 people including two Supervisors.  Supervisors, Quastad and Pluth agreed to be on this committee.  Once the committee is formed, then they could create a rough draft of their proposed ordinance and come back before the Board and present it. 
Matt Reineke from the Estherville Police Department stated that he had visited with Emmet County Sheriff, Mike Martens.  Martens stated that there will be a zero tolerance stance from the County for any violations.  Supervisor Pluth stated that he had a couple of calls last week from concerned citizens about the traffic situation and the possibility of tearing up the roads.
Board Chairman concluded stating that Hanson should  put together a committee and meet, propose a draft of the proposed ordinance, then come back to the Board in a couple of weeks with this information.

Cami Paulson, Betty Fiddler & Brian Rosberg of the Emmet County Fair Board gave the Board an update on the Emmet County Fair held this summer.  They spoke about the various improvements the fair board has done to the various buildings, including the barn, new penning - tearing out the old wooden pens and replacing them with new metal pens, they added fencing on both sides of the track for the tractor pull, redid part of the armory for a changing room for queen candidates, etc., and changed the lighting in skate land.   She stated the Fair board still has improvements that they want to make.  

A question was asked about the rides at the fair, where some kids were hurt this summer.  She believes on one particular ride, the people were not property trained, that they were possibly too young and not keeping a good eye on the ride.  She stated that they are looking in to some other vendors to replace the vendor they had for next year.

Paulson also asked the Board what their plans were for the armory.  She said they currently have a waiting list of 26-35 people wanting to purchase possible storage from the fair board.  As of now, secondary roads, stores a few things in the armory.  Supervisor Madden asked Engineer Davis-Oeth, if he could let the Board know by next week, if they want to continue to use this armory or turn it back over to the fair board for storage use to create a revenue opportunity for the fair board.

Paulson stated that in two years, it will be the 150th Anniversary of the Emmet County Fair.   Schumacher asked that the Board be updated a couple times a year, that way they could have a vision for where we want to be at for the fair’s 150th anniversary.    
Barb Bohm, Emmet County Assessor & Lisa Rosburg, IT Director, presented to the Board the Contract for a new flight by Pictometry.  Moved by Pluth, seconded by Madden to approve the 6 year Pictometry contract with change finder, with 1st year payment being taken care of by E-911surplus funds grant.   The new flight will take place in the spring of 2016.   All ayes, motion carried.

Kiley Miller, President & CEO, IA Lakes Corridor Development Corp, presented the Corridor’s annual report.  He stated that critical and challenging issues right now are single family rentals. He stated that people can’t find the quality of rentals that they want. He stated that their path forward is the redevelopment of existing homes. He stated that since the finish of the fiscal year, that activity has accelerated substantially and that Emmet County has a lot more opportunity now than when this report was done. He stated that our program has 4 lines, those being existing business support, entrepreneurial development, workforce & housing development and business attraction.  He stated that they have 3 ongoing projects right now in the region. 
Miller presented the BEST (Business Expansion & Strategic Trends) of Iowa Interviews, stating that they annually do in depth interviews of businesses.  This spring they did 5 of those interviews in Emmet County, 4 of those being in the manufacturing sector. A total of 4 of those had intentions of investing in expanding, thus creating new jobs.  He stated that we have at least 3 expansion places in this area that could be used pretty readily. Schumacher stated that he believes we have a lack of infrastructure here, primarily referring to the wind industry, not being able to get on the grid or pipelines coming in through Emmet County.  Miller stated that the Iowa Lakes Wind Program will reap rewards, just not quite sure what the timeline will be, but it will return.  He stated that they were told that the corridor needs more business recruitment and more business attraction.  The other thing was that they need to market the corridor more.  They are starting a new campaign called the 20/20 Vision and this will take them through 2020 and Larry Anderson has volunteered to be the Emmet County Team leader.  
Earlier, the Board had discussion on some drainage issues, one being in the town of Dolliver and Center Township (Sec.29).  Madden discussed a drainage issue in Armstrong Grove Twp. (DD. 163 & 52).
Motion made by Quastad, seconded by Juhl, to adjourn the meeting at 11:08 a.m.  All ayes, motion carried.
_______________________________________

__________________________________________

Colleen Anderson Assistant to the Auditor


Tim Schumacher, Chair
