Approved Emmet County Board of Supervisor Minutes

October 27, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.

Regular Meeting 

Board Room, Courthouse

  Present: Tim Schumacher, Chair; Bev Juhl, Vice-Chair; Al Madden; John Pluth; Jeff Quastad. 

  Absent: 
Schumacher, Chair, called the meeting to order. Motion by Pluth, seconded by Juhl, to approve the minutes and also approve them for publication.
During public forum, Gary Eckelberg, Emmet County landowner, was present.  The Board visited with Eckelberg and told him they would continue the discussion when Walter Davis-Oeth, Emmet County Engineer, came in today.  Eckelberg’s land is in Lincoln Township, between Sections 9 & 10 on N52.
Davis-Oeth, Emmet County Engineer, presented information to the Board that New Fashion Pork (NFP) has started their work with the hog confinement site in Twelve Mile Lake Twp., hauling in dirt and other material (the Morlin site).   Davis-Oeth stated that Secondary roads are going to upgrade the entire mile of road.  There will be a 50/50 split with NFP on ½ mile portion of this road.  Davis-Oeth stated that if the weather holds up this winter, once NFP is done with their project, they will clean up the ditches and clean up the road. They are putting in driveways now.  Davis-Oeth stated that they will maintain the road this winter, stating that the road is in pretty good shape. They will add more gravel and do additional ditch cleanup as needed. They will also be improving the Intersection of 350th Ave and CH A48 (240th St).
Davis-Oeth stated that secondary roads are doing the ditch cleanout on the west side of N52 in Lincoln Township between Sections 9 & 10.  Eckelberg’s property is on the East side of the road.  There is a DNR designed wetland there also.  Eckelberg was the individual who initiated cleaning this ditch a couple of years ago.  He believes there are several acres on the west side that the water from that area will go through the culvert and onto his land, after this ditch cleanout, he is very concerned.  The Board had some suggestions, but will discuss this situation further.  This land is not in any established drainage district, due to natural drainage. 
At 9:40 a.m. the Board held the Public Hearing on the proposed ATV & Off Road Utility Vehicles Ordinance.

Many members from the Public attended the hearing.  Doug Hansen, Emmet County Attorney, led the discussion, stating some clarifications that he had added.   Questions were asked about riding on State Highways to get to a county road if you actually live on a State Highway and have no access.  Attorney Hansen still thinks this would be prohibited and believes this would be in violation of DOT rulings. The only exception would be if you are engaged in farming, farming is exempt from the ordinance and rulings.  Other questions were asked about having a passenger on an all-terrain vehicle.  Clarifications of this will be included in the next draft which will be presented at next week’s Board Meeting.  Emmet County Sheriff, Mike Martens, will also go through and study this 1st draft.  It was moved by Juhl, seconded by Quastad to close the public hearing and approve the First Reading of the proposed ordinance with some additional changes.  All ayes, motion carried.  A copy of the Ordinance can be viewed or picked up at the Auditor’s office at the Courthouse.
The Second Reading of the proposed ATV & Off-Road Utility Vehicles Ordinance will be held at the Supervisor’s Meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, November 3, 2015, at the Board Room of the Courthouse.
Motion made by Juhl, seconded by Pluth, to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 a.m.  All ayes, motion carried.
_______________________________________

__________________________________________

Colleen Anderson Assistant to the Auditor


Tim Schumacher, Chair
