Approved Emmet County Board of Supervisor Minutes

November 17, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.

Regular Meeting 

Board Room, Courthouse

  Present: Tim Schumacher, Chair; Bev Juhl, Vice-Chair; Al Madden; John Pluth; Jeff Quastad. 

  Absent: 
Schumacher, Chair, called the meeting to order. Motion by Pluth, seconded by Quastad, to approve the minutes from last week’s meeting and also approve them for publication.  All ayes, motion carried.
Davis-Oeth, Emmet County Engineer, tabled the utility permit for Mediacom Communications.
Davis-Oeth also presented a utility permit application for Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative for 12 Mile Lake Township, sections 19 & 20, beginning in the NE corner of the intersection of 250th Street and 350th Avenue then crossing over 250th Street and proceeding west for 2260’ with poles and anchors placed against the north ROW line of 25th Street for the NFP Hog confinement site.  Moved by Pluth, seconded by Juhl, to approve the utility permit.  All ayes, motion carried.
Discussion was also held with Davis Oeth, Engineer, and landowner, Gary Eckelberg, about a possible resolution to the tile issue that Eckelberg is concerned with on his land in Lincoln Township.  Davis-Oeth has been working on a possible solution and will continue working with Eckelberg on this.

On November 10, 2015, Penny Clayton, Estherville City Administrator, requested that Emmet County contribute $3,500 to the Iowa Lakes Region Green Ribbon Steering Committee.  The consensus of the Board was to move forward with that contribution.   Moved by Quastad, seconded by Juhl, to approve the contribution of $3,500 from the Local Option Sales & Services Tax (LOSST) Funds as requested. All ayes, motion carried. The check will be paid out in December with the claims.
Val Newhouse, President, Iowa Lakes Community College, Delaine Hiney, Executive Director of Facilities Management, Robert L’Heureux, Vice-President of Administration, & Jan Lund, IA Lakes Community College Trustee President, updated the Board concerning the upcoming February 2, 2016, Bond Referendum Election.  Newhouse stated that next year the college will be 50 years old and the facilities are in need of being updated.  This is the very first bond referendum that has ever been presented to the voters of the Iowa Lakes Community College District.   They will be doing facility updates in Algona, Emmetsburg, Spirit Lake, Spencer & Estherville on their campuses.   Iowa Lakes Community College District includes parts of Buena Vista, Cherokee, Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, Hancock, Humboldt, Kossuth, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, Pocahontas and Winnebago counties.  It will be put to a vote in all those entities and would have to pass by 60% plus 1 as an overall total.   Based upon a $100,000 property, at the current rates, it would cost the taxpayer an additional $11.70 per year. 
The Board tabled the certification of city election costs from the November 3, 2015 City Elections, due to incompletion.  This will be on the agenda at next week’s meeting.
Dave Grussing, Armstrong, addressed the Board with water quality issues in the State of Iowa, concerning the Des Moines issue of nitrate run-off  between Northwest Iowa and the City of Des Moines pending litigation that is being blamed on our drainage tiles and ditches.  Grussing wanted to get the Board’s input of their feelings on this matter.  It was discussed that filter strips in fields may help.  It was also addressed by board members about a study on how you get nitrogen to stay where you want it to, rather than spending billions of dollars for legal work and fees, do a study or come up with some sort of solution.  Farmers do not want to lose their nitrogen in their fields.  
Motion made by Juhl, seconded by Pluth, to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 a.m.  All ayes, motion carried.
_______________________________________

__________________________________________

Colleen Anderson Assistant to the Auditor


Tim Schumacher, Chair
