Approved Emmet County Board of Supervisor Minutes

December 15, 2015
Regular Meeting 

Board Room, Courthouse

  Present: Tim Schumacher, Chair; Al Madden; John Pluth; Jeff Quastad. 

  Absent:  Bev Juhl, Vice-Chair
Schumacher, Chair, called the meeting to order. Motion by Madden, seconded by Pluth, to approve the minutes from last week’s meeting and also approve them for publication.  All ayes, motion carried.
Walter Davis-Oeth, Emmet County Engineer informed the Board that at the recent winter conference, to be eligible for reimbursement from FEMA and the State, he will be presenting to the Board two Ordinances in order to be eligible  for federal reimbursement in the future.  Davis-Oeth also discussed the road situations at this time due to the weather conditions recently.  He has also been working on his budget for the upcoming year, waiting to hear back from the union at this time.
At 9:20, Arvin Druvenga and David Schmidt, Winther, Stave & Company LLP, gave the 2015 Audit report for Emmet County.  A letter was present to the Board for their signatures.  It was moved by Madden,  seconded by Quastad to accept the audit for 2015.  All ayes, motion carried.
At 9:55, Nancy Danielson, Blum & Leonard, met with the Board stating that she is the county’s insurance agent for IMWCA & ICAP and wanted to thank the Board for their business.  She stated that the insurance is really working for the county.  She stated that the safety programs are working and it is also a lot of good luck.    From having the former insurance, we gave up the dividends, but the County is getting it back on the front end now with the reduction in premiums.
At 10:20, Hugh Lively, representing the Regional Transit Authority dba as RIDES, presented the annual funding request of $5,000.  The Board will consider his request at budget time.   Lively stated that they have had a good year and his hopes are that it will continue in that direction.  RIDES is presently looking at their operations in 9 counties for possible expansion of some of their services.  He stated that Estherville has been using the bus more in the last few months.
Deb Tietje, Veteran’s Administrator, asksed the Board for their vote and approval on the new appointee to the Commissioners for Veterans Affairs, to fill the unexpired term, after the retirement of the former commissioner, Everett Schirm.  The Commissioners went through the applications, and have chosen Theodore ‘Teddy” Kaminski.  It was moved by Madden, seconded by Pluth to appoint Teddy Kaminski as the new Veteran’s Commissioner.  All ayes, motion carried.  The unexpired term will continue until January 1, 2017.

Tietje also addressed the Board about the possibility of using some of the the Local Option Sales & Service Tax funds to help fund veterans’ cost in the upcoming Honor Flight in 2016.  
John Pluth discussed the recent safety meeting held yesterday.  He stated that the County has gone 1,037 days without loss of work.  Also discussed at the meeting was the Courthouse’s handicapped accessibility and some possible improvements that could be done. 

At 11:00 the Board resumed their review of the County Ordinances.  Discussion was held by the Board and Davis-Oeth, Emmet County Engineer, was asked to come in before the Board for review of ordinances that involve secondary roads.  Davis-Oeth will review the policies that pertain to secondary roads and get back to the Board. 
Schumacher adjourned the meeting at 11:37 a.m.  
_______________________________________

__________________________________________

Colleen Anderson Assistant to the Auditor


Tim Schumacher, Chair
